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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify nursing undergraduates’ awareness of the midwife license
course at master degree level to ascertain their needs in postgraduate education. A questionnaire was dis-
seminated to the third and fourth year students from a university. The contents of the questionnaire were the
necessity and advantages of the shift of midwifery course,willingness of entrance, and the reason. 58.0% of
general nursing course students and 84.6% of midwifery course students replied there is need for a midwifery
course at master degree level. More than half of the students replied that midwifery education needs to be at
postgraduate level. The most frequent answer was “to obtain advanced and specific knowledge and skill re-
quirement for midwives”, which supersedes “to obtain research skills” and “to train educators”. Other expec-
tations for the new course were“possibility for midwives to be more independent despite the clinical area”,
“demand for advanced knowledge in relation to gynecology and pediatrics™. 11.4% of general nursing students
wanted to be midwives, of them being able to obtain a master degree was the most frequent answer. “Diagno-
sis and care for normal/abnormal delivery”, and “caring for high-risk mother and child” were described as
important subjects for the master course curriculum.
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